
HOW TO SEARCH THE OCFO’s ON-LINE REAL PROPERTY SALES DATABASE

Real property sales information is provided as a data service to the users of the real property
database. These sales have not been qualified as arm's-length, market sales.  Use of a particular
sale as a comparable for determining valuation will require additional review.  Only sales after
January 4, 1999 are available on our website.

1. Log on to www.cfo.dc.gov. A screen similar to Fig. 1 will appear.

2. Under “Services”, select “Taxpayer Service Center.”



3. From the “Taxpayer Service Center” page, under “Services”, select “Real Property Tax
Database Search.”

4. Select “Search Real Property Sales Database” from this screen.

A screen similar to the one below will appear:



5. From this screen, enter a variety of criteria to best optimize the search.  One
suggestion is to limit the search to properties having the same “Use Code” as the
subject property.  This criteria may be selected by using the drop-down list accessed
at the “Use Code” box.  For example, if the property is a townhouse, select “011
Residential-Row-Single-Family” as the “Use Code.” Other useful criteria include
“Neighborhood” and “Sub-Neighborhood.”

An example of search criteria is displayed below:

Please note: The more criteria incorporated in a search, the fewer number of
matches will be found.  Conversely, if the criteria is too broad, too large a
number of matches will displayed.  Spend some time with various search



criteria arrangements to achieve the best results.  The help key  provides
tips to help refine a search.

The results of the sample search are displayed in the following figure:

To print this report, the best output is achieved by setting the printer to
“landscape” mode. In Internet Explorer, go to “File” and select “Page Setup”,
then select the “Paper Size” tab.   Under “Orientation”, select “Landscape” and
click “OK.”  All printing will be in landscape mode until the mode is reset, or
the browser is re-started.

6. Select an account number from the list to see the details regarding individual sales.
For example, by selecting the first account, the following information will be displayed:



The detail contained in the record provides the sale price and date for the selected
property, among other useful information.  Hit the                 button in the left corner to
return to the Search Results list in order to select another Property Detail report.  Continue
in this manner until a sufficient quantity of sales have been researched and retrieved.

If you need assistance, please contact the Customer Service Telephone Information
Center at (202) 727-4TAX between the hours of 8:15 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday,
or you may visit us at our Customer Service walk-in center located at 941 North Capitol
Street, N.E., first floor.


